be under the protection of one male or the other. Despite these and other
exhortations in the Hindu Dharmasastras, Hindu women came to be exploited by
their men over th^penturies and several social evils such as dowry deaths, bigamy,
polygamy, denial of property rights, harassment of widows, sati, etc., have made
their presence felt, to the utter contradiction of the high ideals of Sanatan Dharma,
which produced great women like Maitreyi and Gargi. However, it will not be correct
to give the impression that Manu and other law-makers of the ancient times did not
make pronouncements that proved to be harmful to women.. For example, Manu
says in 5:154, 'A virtuous wife should constantly serve her husband like a god, even
if he behaves badly, freely indulges his lust and is devoid of any good qualities".
Padmapurana equates a pativrata to a slave. The relieving feature is that reformers
have appeared from time to time to rid the Hindu society of the above said evils.
Efforts are continuing. But the hard fact is that much remains to be done.

(2)  Christianity

Virgin Mary is held in very high esteem by some Christian denominations and
viewed as a powerful intermediary for attaining divine grace. Christianity ruled
from the very beginning in favour of monogamy and did not provide for the annulment
of marriage once sanctified. Speaking of marriage, Mathew 19:6 says: "Wherefore
they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let
not man put asunder". In a later para (8), it is asserted as follows : "Whosoever shall
put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth
adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery". Changes
were, however, brought about in the sixteenth century as a result of Reformation
'and later by other movements. These movements were essentially socio-political
in nature and origin. They are the result of the widespread female education and
large-scale female participation in hitherto male occupations. The Christian lands
have witnessed a phenomenal growth of feminism and a concerted drive for
empowerment of women during the latter part of the twentieth century.

(3) Islam

The Koran did revolutionise by its teachings the status of women in Arab society.
In the 7th century, Arabs treated women as worse than chattels, girl child as an
undesirable and expendable thing, and marriages as convenient means of tribal
affiliation. Un-limited polygamy was practised. In this context, the Koran sought to
limit the number of wives to four. It added :"...., and ye fear that ye can not do justice

(to so many),..........then marry one only" (4:3). There is another verse which says

"you will not be able to deal equally between (your) wives, however much ye wish
(to do so") (4:129). As Ashgar AN Engineer says, "The idea of justice for all wives
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